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PRELUDE: Prelude in C Major J.S. Bach 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE WORD 
(The congregation’s responses are in bold) 

BCP Page 355 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Alleluia, we sing your praises Trad. South African 
 
The people, standing as able, through the Collect of the Day 

HYMN 199: Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 
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Presider Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
Sung in unison with the choir  

GLORY TO GOD, S278: Gloria in Excelsis 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP Page 224 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship 
of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The people, seated through the Second Reading 

FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32 
Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the 
council. The high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to 
teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you 
are determined to bring this man's blood on us." But Peter and the apostles 
answered, "We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God of our 
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God 
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance 
to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things, and so is 
the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him." 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 
Sung in unison 

RESPONSE: Psalm 118:24-29, Confitemini Domino BCP Page 761 

 
24 On this day the LORD has / acted; * 

we will rejoice and be / glad in it. 
25 Hosannah, LORD, ho- / sannah! * 

LORD, send us now suc- / cess. 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the / Lord; * 

we bless you from the house of the / LORD. 
27 God is the LORD; he has shined up- / on us; * 

form a procession with branches up to the horns of the / altar. 
28 "You are my God, and I will / thank you; * 

you are my God, and I will ex- / alt you." 
29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is / good; * 

his mercy endures for / ever. 
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SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8 
 
Reader A reading from Revelation. 

 
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him 
who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are 
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of 
the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to 
be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to 
be. Amen. "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The people, standing as able through the Gospel Reading 

HYMN 198: Thou hallowed chosen morn of praise 
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THE GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
 
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." 
But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put 
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, 
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe." 
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. 
 
Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The people, seated 

SERMON: The Rev. E. Weston Mathews 
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The people, standing as able through the Exchange of the Peace 

THE NICENE CREED (In unison) BCP Page 358 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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The people, standing, as able 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Leader Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People That we all may be one. 
 
Leader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
Leader We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
Leader We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

especially Glenn our Governor, Gerry our Representative, Tim and Mark 
our Senators, Donald our President, the justices and judges of the federal 
courts, Richard our delegate, Jennifer our Senator to the state legislature, 
and the justices and judges of the commonwealth courts. 

People That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Leader We pray for the St. Francis Creche School, the Diocese of Ezo including 

Bishop Isaac and Mama Nora, the Scouts, and the Recovery Community 
of St. Francis. We give thanks for the Rev. Dr. Nancy Searby, our new 
deacon, and for the Rev. Joy Warburton, our new Associate for Family 
Ministries. We pray also for Franciscans who are currently preparing for 
Holy Baptism, Confirmation, Reception into The Episcopal Church, and 
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows. Give us grace to do your will in all that 
we undertake; 

People That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Leader Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
People That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Leader Give to the departed eternal rest; especially George Ditmore, father of 

Andrew Ditmore; 
People Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Leader We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
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Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. Open the hands of 

your people to reach out in love to those around the world who are in fear 
for their lives, who face turbulent conditions caused by us and by nature, 
and whose daily lives are made difficult by their circumstances: people in 
the United States of America, United States federal workers and 
veterans, people of Holy Family Church and Mills River, NC, Afghanistan, 
China, Gaza, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, the Palestinian Authority, Qatar, Russia, 
Ukraine, and the West Bank.  

People Hear our prayer. 
 
Leader We ask you to care for: Linda, Missy, Maria, James, Holly, Nan, Marlene, 

Betty, Dana, Luke, David, Barbara & Bill, Jeff Sr., Hugh Sr., Cathy, 
Lawrence, David, Jon, Jessica, Paula, Clara Sue, Grace, Debra, Taylor, Kelly 
& Alex, and Dut. 

People Hear our prayer. 
 
CONCLUDING COLLECT 
 
Presider Almighty and most merciful God, grant that by the indwelling of your Holy 

Spirit we may be enlightened and strengthened for your service; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
EXCHANGE OF THE PEACE BCP Page 360 
 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

  



The Second Sunday of Easter, April 27, 2025, 10:00 AM, Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Page 11 of 17 
 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Eucharist is an ongoing participation in and renewal of our Baptism. Come forward at the 
invitation of the ushers to share in this sacrament. For those not wishing to partake in this 

sacrament, we invite you to come forward for a blessing, by kneeling, folding your arms across 
your chest. Gluten free host is available. Signify your desire for this form of bread by placing your 

right-hand palm down on top of your left. 
 

The people, seated, the alms plates are passed by the usher 

 
CHORAL OFFERTORY: If Ye Love Me  Thomas Tallis 
 
The people, standing as able through the Fraction 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer B) BCP Page 367 

 

 
 
Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we 
bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the 
sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again 
he has won for us everlasting life. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
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SANCTUS: S 128 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Presider We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, 
your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
Presider And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may 
be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite 
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with blessed 
Francis of Assisi and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 
Spoken 

Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
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    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
FRACTION: S 152 

 
 
COMMUNION INVITATION  BCP Page 364 
Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. Behold what you are. Become 
what you receive. 
 

The people come forward as directed to receive communion. 
 

HYMN 339: Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness 
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The people, standing through the Dismissal 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP Page 366 
 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everliving God,  
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
And now, Father, send us out  
to do the work you have given us to do,  
to love and serve you  
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING Paraphrase of Henri-Frédéric Amiel 
 
Presider Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of 
those who are traveling the journey with us. So be swift to love, and make haste to 
be kind. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be among 
you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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HYMN 182: Christ is alive! Let Christians sing 
 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL BCP Page 366 
 

Leader Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE: Prelude in G Major J.S. Bach 
 

All musical selections reprinted with the permission of ritesong. All rights reserved. Used with permission. All 
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